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6th Grade Language Arts Distance Learning Assignment 
Week 1 

A Note to Parents 
This week, your student should read "Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push" by Walter Dean Myers. In this story, a boy 
must change his approach to basketball when he loses the ability to walk. 
(https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/sometimes-a-dream-needs-a-push)  

The themes of Friendship & Family and Resilience & Success will come up in the reading and activities for this week. 
Please consider exploring these questions with your child: 

"How does a person overcome adversity?" and "What makes a family?" 

Ways to support your child: 

• Ask your child about this short story: 
• What was "Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push" About 
• What did you learn about? About Resilience & Success? 

• Watch the following clips with your child at home: 
• 'Inside The Story: Wheelchair Basketball Champs' (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9dz2WBYPf8)  
• 'Walter Dean Myers: A Writer’s Story' (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34WS_E8gAnw)  

Day 1, Activity 1: Vocabulary in Context 
Step 1: Review the vocabulary word, context sentence, picture, and definition. 
Step 2: Describe how the context sentence and photograph give hints toward the meaning of the word. Be specific; you 
must include either specific words from the context sentence or details from the photograph in your answer. 
 

1. Attitude  
When Tony’s attitude toward school improved, her grades 
got better. 
Definition: a way of thinking or feeling about someone or 
something 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

2. Stabilize 
The passengers felt much better once the ship had 
stabilized.  
Definition: to make firm, steady, or stable; to become 
steady, balanced, fixed 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

1 Your success in life largely depends on your attitude. 

2 Mary stabilized the ladder so that Jada could 
safely climb. 



3. Arc 
The rainbow formed an arc across the sky. 
Definition: any curved line; anything shaped like a bow or 
curve 
Explanation of Context:      

        

        

        
 

Day 1, Activity 2: Journal Response 
Describe an unexpected obstacle you have experienced and overcome. How did you approach it and 
eventually overcome it? Do you think this made you stronger? Why? 
                

                

                

                

                

                

Day 2: Active Reading  You will need two different colors of pen, pencil, or highlighter. 
 
The short story you are about to read is written in first-person point of view, meaning that a character in the 
story is the narrator and shares his own personal feelings and thoughts as he describes the events that 
happened.  
 
As you are reading “Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push,” pay special attention to Chris (the narrator) and Jim 
(Chris’s dad).  
 
Task: Using your two colors of pen, pencil, or highlighter, do the following as you are reading the text: 

• Color #1: Underline or highlight lines that reveal Chris’s attitude throughout the story. 
• Color #2: Underline or highlight lines that reveal Jim’s attitude throughout the story. 

 
This task will be graded, so please make sure that you have text-markings on each page of the story that show 
you are being thoughtful while you read.  You may annotate the text in any other way that will help you 
understand the text as well. 
  

3 Jim turned and shot a long, lazy arc that hit the 
backboard and fell through. 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
Day 3, Activity 1: Vocabulary Practice 
Step 1: Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. You may have to change the form 
of the word (ex: go, going, gone). 
Step 2: Explain why the vocabulary word best fits based on context clues provided in the scenario. 

 
1. Denise has a great outlook on life. For example, when she and her best friend got split up for the group 

project, she saw it as an opportunity to get to know someone else. When her phone died and she  
couldn’t listen to music, she got the whole bus to do a sing-along of all the top songs. 

Denise has a positive      because        

                

2. My chorus sang the other day in the courtyard. We all stood in a semi-circle and sang the national 
anthem. Standing in a curved rather than straight line helps us hear each other better so we can 
harmonize. 
The chorus stood in a(an)      because       

               

3. My grandpa hates wobbly tables in restaurants. He always takes a napkin, folds it up, and then tries to 
cram it under whatever leg of the table seems to be the shortest. 
The table needs to be       because       

               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For example:Every single day, Bryan wakes up at 5 o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile jog. Then, he goes to the gym to lift 
weights. Afterwards, he does 20 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon! 
Bryan is relentless about training because he is extremely dedicated and exercises all of the time. 

Arc   Attitude   Stabilize 



Day 3, Activity 2: How Characters Change 
Step 1: Return to the text and look through the lines you marked that revealed Jim’s attitude. (Jim is Chris’s dad.) 
Step 2: Look for a quote that reveals Jim’s original attitude about Chris playing wheelchair basketball and another quote 
that reveals a change in Jim’s attitude. 
Step 3: Complete the graphic organizer using the two quotes and explanations of what each quote reveals. An example 
has been provided. 

Quote/Line from the Text What It Reveals About Jim’s Attitude 
Example: “The knee took forever to heal and was never quite 
the same again. Still, he played pro ball in Europe for five years 
before giving it up and becoming an executive with a high-tech 
company.” (par. 1) 

Example: This revealed Chris’s dad didn’t give up on his own 
dream even after he was injured. I’m sure it was painful to play 
with a bad knee, but he was so dedicated that he stuck with it 
for five years after his injury. 

  

  

Complete the following Text-Dependent Questions for Day 4, Activity 1. 



 



 
Day 4, Activity 2: Application of Vocabulary 
Answer each question in 1-2 complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined vocabulary word in your answer. 

1. Other than a rainbow, give examples of arcs that you have seen in nature or in your surrounding neighborhood 
or town. 
               

               

               

2. What might you be able to do if you notice your friend has a negative attitude about something you actually 
like? 
               

               

               

3. If you had to spend the night in a forest without a tent, how would you build and stabilize a shelter that could 
keep you warm and dry? 
               

               

               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5: Resilience 
In “Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push,” the narrator, Chris, can teach us a lot about resilience—the ability to recover from a 
difficulty or failure. Think about how you could creatively represent Chris’s character and what we can learn from him using the 
silhouette below. Be sure to include: 

• Three quotes/lines from the story that you think best represent Chris’s attitude. 
• Three images (drawings, pictures) that you think represent Chris. 
• Whatever else you see fit!  You can create a collage with words or pictures from magazines/newspapers, you 

can decorate, write thought bubbles, or even copy lyrics from songs that match Chris’s personality.  

 


